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I  am  thankful  for  the  blessing  of  being  born  of  kindly  and  wonderful 
parents  —  who  gave  me  love,  an  opportunity  for  education  and  a  mission, 
who  gave  me  the  will  to  work.  They  instilled  in  me  a  love  of  the  beauties 
of  nature.  My  mother  directed  her  life  to  encouraging  her  children  to 
love  God  and  keep  His  commandments. 

What  a  blessing  it  is  to  have  a  lovely  and  devoted  wife  and  children. 
She  and  they  are  so  necessary  to  make  a  happy  and  complete  life.  He  has 
not  fully  lived  who  has  not  known  the  joy,  the  concern,  the  trials,  and 
the  wonder  of  raising  a  family,  whether  of  his  own  flesh  and  blood  or 
through  adoption. 

When  we  count  our  blessings,  most  of  them  accrue  to  us  through 
membership  in  and  adherence  to  the  teachings  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ,  the  Kingdom  of  God  on  earth.  How  meaningless  and  unimportant 
would  it  all  seem  if  it  were  not  for  the  lofty  ideals  and  life  of  service 
which  become  our  goals  when  we  accept  the  glorious  plan  authored  by 
the  Eternal  Father  of  our  spirits.  How  empty  would  life  be  if  we  lacked 
faith  in  God,  faith  in  a  life  hereafter  —  a  life  more  wonderful  and  more 
exciting  and  more  challenging,  as  we  progress  to  become  like  our  Heavenly 
Father  and  Jesus  Christ,  our  elder  brother. 

What  do  you  think  of  friends.  Someone  has  said  that  he  is  rich  who 
has  one  true  friend.  We  then  are  wealthy  in  the  love  and  companionship 
of  so  many  true  brothers  and  sisters.  It  is  a  thrilling  experience  to  con- 
template the  love  of  others  for  us,  who  spend  their  time,  talents,  and 
wealth  so  that  we  might  have  blessings  of  the  Gospel  we  would  otherwise 
be  without.  I  am  thankful  for  true  friends,  for  their  pJeasant  companion- 
ship, their  comfort  extended  in  time  of  sorrow,  for  the  handclasps  they 
have  extended  in  achievement,  for  their  patience  —  their  tolerance  of  my 
faults,  their  understanding.  It  has  been  said,  "A  friend  is  someone  who 
knows  all  about  you  and  loves  you  just  the  same."  Friends  and  brothers 
and  sisters  rank  among  the  greatest  of  blessings  of  God  in  my  life. 

In  expressing  thankfulness,  one  cannot  overlook  expressing  appre- 
ciation for  good  health,  the  will  to  achieve,  the  ability  to  appreciate,  and 
the  willingness  to  subject  our  desires  to  the  will  of  God. 

No  other  people  on  earth  can  know  the  same  happiness  which  results 
from  associating  with  members  of  our  great  Church.  Time  and  space  will 
not  permit  further  enumeration  of  blessings.  May  we  each  appreciate  all 
we  have.  May  we  show  God  by  our  lives  that  we  love  one  another  —  that 
we  are  serving  one  another,  thereby  serving  Him.  May  we  truly  show 
Him  that  we  appreciate  the  gift  of  His  Only  Begotten  Son,  through  whom 
we  can  return  to  God's  Presence,  and  to  whom  we  owe  everything. 

President  Howard  C.  Badger 
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From  its  curliest  days.  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Suints  h  .s  sought  to  educate  its  members  with  a  knowledge  of  God  and 
of  His  dealings  with  men,  and  in  all  the  arts  and  sciences  of  the  day. 

The  Church  today  maintains  a  unique  system  of  schools  operated  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  a  programme  of  religious  education  lor  young 
Mormons. 

Directed  by  the  Unified  Church  School  System,  the  programme  in- 
cludes some  1,358  seminaries  serving  more  than  81,000  young  members  of 
the  Church.  The  seminaries  are  located  in  proximity  to  high  schools  in  33 
states,  and  in  Canada  and  Mexico.  Church  schools  located  adjacent  to 
colleges  and  universities  are  called  Institutes  of  Religion.  There  are  some 
39  full-time  and  96  part-time  Institutes  of  Religion  located  in  18  American 
slates  and  in  the  province  of  Alberta,  Canada. 

Both  of  these  Church  education  programmes  are  operated  completely 
independent  of  the  public  schools  and  comply  fully  with  the  doctrine  of 
separation  of  church  and  state. 


In  addition  to  the  Institute  and  Seminary  programmes,  the  Church 
maintains  fully  accredited  institutions  of  higher  learning  in  Utah,  Idaho 
and  in  the  Islands  ,of  the  Pacific.  The  best  known  of  these  is  Brigham 
Young  University  in  Provo,  Utah,  which,  with  an  enrolment  of  some 
13,000,  is  the  largest  church-operated  university  in  the  United  States. 

Others  include  Ricks  College  in  Rexburg,  Idaho,  the  LDS  Business 
College  in  Salt  Lake  City,  the  Church  College  of  Hawaii,  the  Church 
College  of  New  Zealand,  and  number  of  other  schools  in  the  Pacific 
Islands. 

Stimulated  by  their  belief  that  "the  glory  of  God  is  intelligence,"  and 
that  "no  man  can  be  saved  faster  than  he  gains  knowledge,"  members  of 
the  Church  have  set  an  eviable  record  in  per  capita  enrolment  and  gradu- 
ation from  colleges  and  universities  throughout  the  United  States.  The 
Church  also  takes  pride  in  the  high  proportionate  number  of  its  members 
who  are  listed  in  "Who's  Who  in  America"  and  in  similar  directories  of 
persons  who  have  won  distinction  in  science,  arts,  education,  industry  and 
public  service. 
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WHY   DO    SOME   HAVE   MORE 
ABILITY    THAN   OTHERS? 


Que 


stion: 


1  'Why  are  some  spirits  born  into  the 
world  with  more  ability  than  others?  And  why 
are  some  more  rebellious  to  counsel  or  less 
receptive  to  truth?' ' 


There  are  two  fundamental  prin- 
ciples by  which  we  are  all  governed. 
The  first  is  free  agency.  This  is  the 
power  to  make  our  own  choice 
because  the  power  is  in  us.  The 
second  is  that  some  of  us  were 
created  with  a  disposition  to  accept 
counsel  and  some  of  us  with  a  dis- 
position to  follow  our  own  judg- 
ment independent  of  counsel.  We 
were  not  created  equal  in  the  spirit 
any  more  than  we  are  in  the  flesh 
to  be  obedient  to  counsel  and  with 
equal  powers  of  intelligence.  Even 
there  as  well  as  here  some  of  us  by 
application  learned  more  readily 
than  others.  Some  were  not  inclined 
as  much  as  others  to  learn  and 
hence  their  progress  was  retarded. 

CREATED    WITH    DIFFERENT 
DISPOSITIONS 

The  spirits  of  men  were  created 
with  different  dispositions  and  likes 
and  talents.  Some  evidently  were 
mechanically  inclined,  from  them 
have  come  our  inventors.  Some 
loved  music  and  hence  they  have 
become  great  musicians.  We  evid- 
ently brought  to  this  world  some 
if  not  all  of  the  inclinations  and 
talents  that  we  had  there.  The  fact 
that  one  person  finds  one  talent, 
like  mathematics  easy  and  another 
finds  it  difficult,  may,  in  ray  judg- 
ment, be  traced  to  the  spirit  exis- 
tence. So  with  other  talents  and 
skills.  It  was  these  characteristics 
that  enables  our  Eternal  Father  to 
choose  certain  individuals  for  cer- 
tain work  on  the  earth,  such  as 
Adam,  Abraham,  Moses  and  Joseph 


Smith.  The  Lord  chose  Cyrus  and 
named  him  one  hundred  years 
before  he  was  born  to  perform  the 
work  assigned  to  him  on  the  earth. 
It  is  my  judgment  that  thousands  of 
others  were  chosen  for  their  special 
fields  because  they  showed  talents 
and  dispositions  in  the  spirit  world. 
Abraham  recorded  the  following : 
"And  the  Lord  said  unto  me : 
These  two  facts  exist,  that  there  are 
two  spirits,  one  being  more  intelli- 
gent than  the  other;  there  shall  be 
another  more  intelligent  than  they; 
I  am  the  Lord  thy  God,  I  am  more 
intelligent  than  thev  all."  (Abraham 
3:19). 

Abraham  further  recorded : 
"Now  the  Lord  had  shown  unto 
me,  Abraham,  the  intelligences  that 
were  organized  before-  the  world 
was.  And  among  all  these  were 
many  of  the  noble  and  great  ones. 

ALL  COMES  THROUGH  THE 
GIFT  OF  AGENCY 

But  let  us  not  lose  sight  of  free 
agency;  neither  that  we  had  our  dis- 
positions there  and  our  tendencies. 
All  of  this  comes  through  the  great 
gift  of  free  will. 

It  was  because  men  had  been 
given  the  power  to  do  their  own 
thinking  that  led  to  the  rebellion 
in  heaven.  No  one  was  coerced,  or 
forced  to  take  an  evil  course.  We 
all  had  equal  privileges  before  the 
laws  there  existing,  to  receive  sal- 
vation there  and  here,  according  to 
our  works.  Therefore  many  rebelled 
being  led  by  Lucifer  who  was  am- 
bitious  and   hence,   with   their   eyes 

(Continued  on  page  305) 
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SJf    cJ    were    in    my    c/eens 

I    WOULD    REMEMBER    THESE    ARE 


by  Caroline  Eyring  Miner  of  the  YWMIA  General  Board 


To  me  growth  is  the  great 
miracle.  That  which  makes 
something  grow  is  of  God. 
Scientists  have  produced  the 
perfect  seed  of  wheat  chemi- 
cally. It  looks  exactly  like  a 
natural  seed  of  wheat,  but  it 
will  not  grow.  It  is  of  man. 
That  which  grows  is  of  God's 
making. 

Teen  years  are  planting 
years,  for  teen  time  is  the 
springtime  of  life.  What  i 
happy  time  it  is!  We  are  very 
busy,  but  the  joy  of 
anticipation  is  very 
great.  It  is  most  im- 
portant that  young 
people  plant  the  kind 
of  seeds  that  will  pro- 
duce the  harvest  they 
want  at  some  future 
time.  Nothing  is  truer 
than  the  scripture, 
".  .  .  whatsoever  a  man 
soweth,  that  shall  he 
also  reap."  (Gal.  6:7) 
The  garden  in  which 
we  do  our  planting  during  our 
lifetime  is  not  a  seasonal  one. 
We  are  planting  in  a  garden 
that  is  everlasting.  Every  mo- 
ment of  our  lives  we  should 
be  growing,  striving  to  learn 
more  about  the  gospel,  attempt- 
ing to  understand  ourselves  and 
the  world  in  which  we  live, 
learning  to  discipline  ourselves. 

We  can  gain  inspiration  for 
our  lives  of  growing  by  re- 
viewing the  steps  of  making  a 
good  garden.  First,  a  plan  for 
the  garden,  is  made,  a  choice- 
growing  spot  is  selected,  one 
that  is  sunny,  one  accessible  to 
water,  one  with  good,  rich 
soil.  Then  the  desired  plants 
are  chosen,  and  good,  fertile 
seed  is  procured.  A  planting 
layout  for  the  garden  is  then 
made.  Plans  are  made  to  plant 


the  seeds  where  they  will 
grow  the  best  and  will  inter- 
fere the  least  with  the  growth 
of    other    plants. 

There  follows  hard  work  n 
cultivating,  watering,  and 
weeding  the  garden  plot.  Many 
people  want  a  garden,  but  they 
are  not  willing  to  pay  the 
price,  for  it  is  hard  work,  and 
everything  does  have  its  price. 
There  is  a  saying,  "The 
world  is  full  of  willing  people, 
some  willing  to  work  and  the 
rest  willing  to  let 
them."  Those  who  are 
willing  to  let  others 
do  the  work  will  not 
have  a  good  garden. 
One  of  the  great  evils 
of  this  age  is  the  de- 
sire to  get  something 
for  nothing.  The 
penitentiaries  are  full 
of  people  who  were 
not  willing  to  pay  the 
price  in  honest  effort. 
The  plan  for  our 
lives  must  be  organized;  there 
must  be  plenty  of  opportunity 
for  the  light  of  the  gospel  to 
warm  it;  there  must  be  much 
hard  and  willing  labour  go  into 
the  making  of  it.  As  we  sow, 
so  shall  we  reap. 

In  the  garden  we  plant, 
which  in  reality  is  the  life  we 
live,  we  may  want  to  plant 
many  things.  Among  them  we 
might  sow: 

Five  rows  of  peas  — 
patience,  purity,  perseverance, 
preparation,    promptness. 

Four  rows  of  squash  — 
squash  gossip,  squash  criticism, 
squash  indifference,  squash 
laziness. 

Five  rows  of  lettuce  — 
Let  us  be  faithful  to  duty. 
Let  us  be  unselfish  and  loyal. 
(Continued  on  page  305) 
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The  Presiding  Bishop 

Talks  to  Youth  About 

EDUCATION 

by  John  H.  Vandenberg 


./     ft 


"All  who  have  meditated  on  the  art  of  governing  mankind  have  been 
convinced  that  the  fate  of  empires  depends  on  the  education  of  youth." 
These  are  the  words  of  the  ancient  Greek  philosopher,  Aristotle,  as  he 
took  note  of  the  vital  position  occupied  by  education  in  his  time. 

We  need  only  to  pause  briefly  and  look  to  the  great  men  who  have 
influenced  history  to  conclude,  as  did  Aristotle,  that  education  is  the  key 
to  achievement.  Whether  we  look  at  the  Saviour  in  his  youth  with  the 
elders  in  the  temple,  or  Moses  in  the  royal  courts  where  he  "learned  the 
wisdom  of  the  Egyptians,"  or  Paul,  who  sought  learning  at  the  "feet  of 
Gamaliel,"  we  see  the  importance  of  education  being  underlined. 

There  is  one  product  of  education  that  has  assumed  greater  importance 
today  than  ever  before  in  history.  We  are  speaking,  of  course,  of  the  need 
for  education  in  order  to  provide  for  the  economic  well-being  of  your 
future  family. 

In  referring  to  this  facet  of  education,  President  McKay  has  said : 
"Students  enter  school  primarily  to  gain  economic  or  social  advantage. 
But  this  aim  is  not  always  achieved,  nor  is  it,  nor  should  it  be,  the  highest 
purpose  of  education.  However,  we  must  not  underestimate  the  value  of 
obtaining  an  education  for  a  livelihood.  Education  for  economic  advance- 
ment is  a  good  investment  for  the  individual  as  well  as  for  the  state." 

Education,  in  this  age  of  technology,  has  become  a  prerequisite  for  the 
greatest  percentage  of  employment  opportunities.  Jobs  that  previously 
required  only  a  strong  back  have  now  been  replaced  by  machinery.  It  was 
reported  in  the  newspaper  recently  that  in  the  years  since  1954,  the  jobs 
filled  by  high  school  graduates  increased  30  percent,  while  jobs  that  were 
suitable  for  the  untrained  decreased  by  25  percent. 

And  while  these  statistics  are  significant,  there  is  yet  another  facet 
of  this  situation.  Many  high  school  graduates  have  come  to  face  the  harsh 
reality  that  in  order  to  obtain  a  job  with  which  they  would  be  satisfied, 
they  will  need  additional  vocational  or  professional  training.  In  consequence 
of  this  situation,  the  First  Presidency  issued  this  counsel :  "The  Church 
has  long  encouraged  its  members,  and  especially  its  youth,  either  to  obtain  a 
college  education  or  to  become  well  trained  in  some  vocation  in  a  trade 
school.  The  jobs  that  require  no  education  or  training  are  decreasing  from 
year  to  year  and  soon  will  be  practically  non-existent.  We  therefore  strongly 
suggest  that  ...  all  young  people  .  .  .  engage  in  formal  study  of  some 
kind  beyond  high  school." 

Young  people,  it  is  well  that  you  take  note  of  this  situation  and  in- 
corporate post-high  school  training  into  your  plans.  The  dividends  will  be 
far  more  than  just  economic,  for  without  further  training  you  will  be 
relegated  to  mundane,  routine  tasks  at  best,  and  periods  of  unemployment 
as  the  rule.  Sylvia  Proter,  writer  of  a  nationally  syndicated  column  on 
business  finance,  in  referring  to  the  need  for  young  people  to  be  trained, 
said  that  in  consequence  of  not  being  trained,  ".  .  .  you  will  so  handicap 
yourself  that  through  all  the  years  ahead,  you  will  be  either  in  the  low- 
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paying  industries  or  submarginal  factories  or  in  the  dullest  of  occupations, 
and  periodically  you'll  be  in  the  ranks  of  the  unemployed.  This  is  not 
preaching  .  .  .  This  is  certainty. 

In  this  light,  education  truly  becomes  an  investment  in  you.  In  fact,  the 
dollars  and  cents  dividends  of  this  investment  are  very  revealing.  The 
estimated  lifetime  earnings  for  males  from  age  18  to  death  are  as  follows: 

Less  than  eight  years  of  schooling  $129,764 

Eight  years  of  schooling  $181,695 

Four  years  of  high  school   $257,557 

One  to  three  years  of  college   $315,504 

Four  years  or  more  of  college  $435,242 

Note  that  in  his  lifetime,  the  average  college  graduate  will  earn 
$177,685,  or  70  percent,  more  than  the  average  high  school  graduate.  And 
even  more  staggering,  the  average  college  student  will  earn  $305,478,  or 
nearly  250  percent,  more  than  those  students  with  less  than  eight  years  of 
schooling. 

Why  seek  additional  vocational  and  professional  education?  The 
answer  is  at  least  economically,  obvious.  But  as  President  McKay  said, 
this  shouldn't  be  "the  highest  purpose  of  education." 

What,  then,  are  some  of  the  greater  purposes  of  education?  To  quote 
President  McKay  again,  he  said :  "Character  is  the  aim  of  true  education; 
and  science,  history,  and  literature  are  but  means  used  to  accomplish  this 
desired  end."  The  Lord  mentioned  a  similar  aim  of  education  in  a  revela- 
tion to  the  Prophet  loseph  when  he  stated :  "And  I  give  unto  you  a 
commandment  that  you  shall  teach  one  another  the  doctrine  of  the  kingdom. 

"Teach  ye  diligently  and  my  grace  shall  attend  you,  that  you  may  be 
instructed  more  perfectly  in  theory,  in  principle,  in  doctrine,  in  the  law 
of  the  gospel,  in  all  things  that  pertain  unto  the  kingdom  of  God,  that  are 
expedient  for  you  to  understand; 

"Of  things  both  in  heaven  and  in  the  earth,  and  under  the  earth; 
things  which  have  been,  things  which  are,  things  which  must  come  shortly 
to  pass;  things  which  are  at  home,  things  which  are  abroad;  the  wars  and 
the  perplexities  of  the  nations,  and  the  judgments  which  are  on  the  land; 
and  a  knowledge  also  of  countries  and  of  kingdoms. 

"That  ye  may  be  prepared  in  all  things  when  I  shall  send  you  again 
to  magnify  the  calling  where  unto  I  have  called  you,  and  the  mission  with 
which  I  have  commissioned  you.  (D  &  C  88 :  77-80.) 

So  with  the  words  of  the  Lord,  the  study  of  history,  maths,  English, 
and  so  forth,  takes  on  additional  meaning  for  Latter-day  Saint  youth.  The 
Lord  expects  you  to  be  well  educated  so  that  you  will  magnify  your 
missions  and  callings  in  the  building  up  of  his  kingdom. 

But  you  will  not  be  able  to  realize  the  intent  of  the  Lord  by  merely 
gaining  knowledge;  there  is  an  additional  dimension  that  must  be  con- 
sidered. President  McKay  stresses  this  additional  dimension  in  these  words: 
"But  gaining  knowledge  is  one  thing,  and  applying  it  is  quite  another. 
Wisdom  is  the  right  application  of  Knowledge  ...  to  the  development 
of  a  noble  and  Godlike  character.  A  man  may  possess  a  profound  know- 
ledge of  history  and  of  mathematics;  he  may  be  (an)  authority  in  psychol- 
ogy, biology,  or  astronomy;  he  may  know  all  (about  whatever  has  been 
discovered)  pertaining  to  general  and  natural  science;  but  if  he  has  not 
with  this  knowledge  that  nobility  of  soul  which  prompts  him  to  deal  justly 
with  his  fellow  men,  to  practice  virtue  and  holiness  in  personal  life,  he 
is  not  a  truly  educated  man."  (Gospel  Ideals,  p.  440.) 

Thus,  education  is  that  element  which,  if  handled  properly,  can,  when 
added  to  our  lives,  provide  the  sweetest  of  joy  —  the  gaining  of  which,  as 
the  Prophet  Lehi  stated  is  the  purpose  of  man's  experience  in  mortality. 

Young  men  of  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  and  young  women,  pursue  your 
education  ".  .  .  get  wisdom."  It  makes  sense  economically,  and  true  educa- 
tion is  a  spiritual  necessity.  And  to  paraphrase  Aristotle,  the  fate  of  the 
kingdom  of  God  depends  on  "true"  education  of  the  youth  of  the  Church. 
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The  Mormons 

hold  onto 

Their  Young  People 


by  Louis  Cassels 


The  Mormons  seem  to  have  an  answer  to  the  question  that  concerns 
every  religious  body:   "How  do  we  hold  onto  our  young  people?" 

Church  attendance  in  nearly  all  denominations  declines  sharply  in  the 
15  to  24  age  bracket.  Although  many  teen-age  dropouts  return  to  church 
later  as  young  parents,  their  long  holiday  from  religion  deprives  the 
church  of  youthful  vitality  it  sorely  needs,  and  deprives  them  of  the 
church's  support  and  formative  influence  during  one  of  the  most  crucial 
periods  of  life. 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  better  known  as  the 
"Mormon  Church"  is  not  entirely  immune  from  this  problem.  But  it  has 
demonstrated  a  capacity  for  holding  onto  its  youth  that  is  widely  envied 
by  other  churches. 

"We  do  lose  some  of  our  boys  and  girls,"  said  Marion  D.  Hanks,  one 
of  the  General  Authorities  of  the  LDS  Church,  in  an  interview.  "But  at 
the  age  of  21,  at  least  three-fourths  of  all  Mormon  young  people  are  still 
tightly  attached  to  the  Church." 

In  trying  to  determine  how  Mormons  succeed  where  others  fail,  many 
outside  observers  have  focused  on  the  extensive,  and  well-led  youth 
programmes  conducted  by  the  LDS  Church  through  its  famous  "Mutual 
Improvement  Association"  (MIA). 

PARENTS  INTERESTED 

The  MIA  programme  is  indeed  impressive.  But  LDS  leaders  say,  and 
after  talking  to  scores  of  Mormon  youths  and  adults,  I  agree  that  MIA 
works  so  well  only  because  it  is  undergirded  by  an  enormous  effort  on  the 
part  of  parents. 

"We  havs  taken  a  very  positive  stand  that  each  parent  is  responsible 
for  teaching  his  children  faith  in  God.  If  a  child  grows  up  without  faith, 
the  sin  is  on  the  parent's  head,"  said  President  N.  Eldon  Tanner.  "No 
parent  can  shift  his  responsibility  to  any  organization,  in  or  out  of  the 
Church."  Hanks  also  said  that  the  home  is  the  keystone  of  the  Mormon 
youth  programme.  "Our  religion  is  family-centred  and  our  families  are 
religion-centred,"  he  said. 

FAMILY  HOME  EVENING 

Once  a  week,  at  a  time  of  its  own  choosing,  each  participating  Mormon 
family  has  a  "family  home  evening."  Through  the  hospitality  of  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Elliot  Richards  and  their  12  children,  I  was  privileged  recently  to 
sit  in  on  one  of  the  occasions.  It  was  not  a  special  performance  put  on  for 
a  visitor,  but  a  typical  Mormon  family  home  evening. 

It   opened   with   prayer   by   one   of   the    older   children;    a    sometimes 
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wavery  but  always  zestful  duet  by  the  two  youngest  boys;  and  renditions 
on  the  piano  by  two  very  pretty  girls. 

After  the  musical  programme  had  created  a  relaxed  atmosphere,  Dr. 
Richards,  a  pediatrician,  led  a  family  discussion  of  the  various  motives 
people  may  have  for  doing  good  deeds.  He  wrote  down  each  suggestion  on 
a  small  blackboard. 

The  discussion  followed  an  outline  provided  in  a  "Family  Home 
Evening  Manual"  distributed  annually  to  650,000  Mormon  homes.  It  was 
skilfully  designed  to  let  children  discover  for  themselves  —  without  adult 
lecturing  or  preachment  —  how  pervasive  is  the  temptation  to  do  the 
right  thing  for  the  wrong  reason. 

The  evening  ended  with  another  prayer,  and  a  fabulous  dessert  pre- 
pared by  Mrs.  Richards.  It  all  took  just  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  there  was 
no  doubt  in  this  observer's  mind  that  all  of  the  children  thoroughly 
enjoyed  the  whole  thing. 


UNIQUE  TEACHING  SYSTEM 

William  Smart,  who  is  bishop  of  a  Mormon  "ward"  (local  congreg- 
ation), as  well  as  executive  editor  of  Salt  Lake  City's  evening  newspaper, 
The  Deseret  News,  told  me  that  in  addition  to  the  manual,  parents  have  the 
aid  of  "home  teachers"  and  a  regular  weekly  Sunday  School  class  in 
learning  to  conduct  family  evenings. 

The  home  teacher  system  is,  as  far  a  I  know,  unique  to  the  LDS 
Church,  and  it  undoubtedly  is  a  key  factor  in  the  success  of  the  family 
centred  youth  programme. 

A  typical  ward  of  600  members  will  have  about  60  pairs  of  home 
teachers.  Each  team  consists  of  an  adult  and  a  junior  member,  usually  a 
boy  in  his  late  teens.  Together  they  are  responsible  for  four  or  five 
families,  whom  they  visit  at  least  once  a  month.  Besides  advising  parents 
on  conducting  family  evenings,  the  home  teachers  provide  practical  assis- 
tance or  pastoral  counselling  to  any  or  all  members  of  the  family  who 
have  problems.  If  they  find  a  home  in  deeper  trouble  —  spiritual  or 
material  —  than  they  are  able  to  cope  with  alone,  they  call  on  their 
Bishop  for  help,  which  is  always  speedily  forthcoming. 

Supplementing  the  family  home  evening  is  "MIA  Night,"  which  also 
comes  once  a  week  —  normally  from  7.30  to  9.00  p.m.  on  Tuesday 
evenings. 

Every  Mormon  between  the  ages  of  12  and  25  is  automatically  en- 
rolled in  the  MIA  programme,  and  remains  on  the  rolls  whether  or  not 
he  participates.  Considering  the  all-inclusive  scope  of  the  membership,  it  is 
remarkable  that  attendance  at  any  given  MIA  function  averages  about 
two-thirds  of  the  total  enrolment. 


STARTED  BY  BRIGHAM  YOUNG 

Both  the  inspiration  and  the  name  of  the  Mutual  Improvement  Associa- 
tion trace  back  to  Brigham  Young,  the  pioneer  leader  who  was  president 
of  the  LDS  Church  when  the  persecuted  Mormons  made  their  historic  trek 
across  the  western  wilderness  to  build  a  "New  Zion"  on  the  shores  of 
Utah's  Great  Salt  Lake. 

Nearly  a  century  ago  —  99  years  to  be  exact  —  Brigham  Young 
reached  a  conclusion  which  sociological  students  of  juvenile  delinquency 
have  been  trumpeting  in  our  own  day:  The  best  way  to  keep  kids  out  of 
trouble  is  to  keep  them  busy  with  wholesome  activities. 

At  his  instigation,  seoarate  groups  were  established  for  Mormon  boys 
and  girls,  to  encourage  them  to  "improve  in  everything  that  is  good  and 
beautiful." 
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DANCING  . . .  SINGING  . . .  ACTING 

People  who  know  that  Mormons  disapprove  of  drinking  and  smoking 
often  expect  them  to  frown  also  on  dancing.  But  Brigham  Young  had 
grown  up  in  a  puritannical  Protestant  home  where  dancing  and  even  fiddle- 
playing  were  condemned  as  frivolous. 

"I  shall  not  subject  my  little  children  to  such  a  course  of  unnatural 
training."  he  said.  "They  shall  go  to  the  dance,  study  music,  read  novels, 
and  do  anything  else  that  will  tend  to  improve  their  minds  and  make  them 
feel  free  and  untrammeled  in  body  and  mind." 

The  spirit  of  this  decree  —  unusually  broad-minded  for  the  mid- 19th 
century  —  is  still  reflected  in  the  Mormon  youth  programme.  Dancing  — 
not  folk  dancing  or  waltzes,  but  graceful  boy-girl  ballroom  dancing  —  is  a 
big  part  of  Mormon  social  life.  Young  children  get  free  dancing  lessons  at 
MIA  meetings.  Older  ones  attend  dances  sponsored  either  by  their  MIA 
group  or  by  their  ward. 

On  any  Friday  or  Saturday  night,  in  Salt  lake  City  and  other  Mormon 
centres  throughout  the  world,  there  will  be  hundreds  of  Church-sponsored 
dances  in  progress. 

The  Church  does  enforce  certain  standards  of  decorum.  It  rules  out 
dances,  such  as  the  frug,  and  boogaloo,  which  involve  "A  grotesque  con- 
tortion of  the  body  such  as  shoulder  or  hip  shaking  and  excessive  jerking." 
At  intermission,  there  is  a  floor  show  to  discourage  an  exodus  to  the 
parking  lot. 

Mormon  girls  who  tend  to  be  strikingly  lovely  wear  their  skirts  at  a 
length  which  can  only  be  described  as  "modestly  mini."  (One  Mormon 
father  confirmed  my  surmise  that  skirt  lengths  are  a  compromise  reached  by 
intensive  and  sometimes  tearful  negotiation  between  mothers  and  daughters.) 

The  youth  programme  also  places  heavy  emphasis  on  music,  amateur 
theatricals,  scouting  and  sports. 

Love  for  music  also  has  deep  roots  in  Mormon  history.  During  their 
ardous  journey  across  the  wilderness.  Mormon  pioneers  kept  up  their 
spirits  by  singing.  Today,  the  tradition  is  kept  alive  by  the  world-famous 
Mormon  Tabernacle  Choir  and  some  7,000  less  well  known  choral  groups 
trained  by  ward  choir  directors.  Instrumental  music  also  is  en- 
couraged. At  least  once  a  year,  each  ward  holds  a  music  festival  at  which 
its  youngsters  get  to  show  off  their  talents  vocally  and  on  a  vast  variety 
of  instruments.  At  the  festival  I  attended,  the  piece  de  resistance  was  a 
bagpipe  band  and  kilts. 

One  of  the  first  things  the  Mormons  did  after  arriving  in  Salt  Lake 
City  was  to  build  the  largest  and  finest  theatre  between  Chicago  and  San 
Francisco.  From  the  start  in  1862,  drama  has  been  important  in  the  lives 
of  Mormons  of  all  ages,  and  particularly  young  people.  Mormon  wards 
and  Mutual  Improvement  Associations  put  on  10,000  performances  a  year. 
A  surprisingly  large  percentage  are  musicals.  The  ones  I  saw,  while  clearly 
amateur  productions,  were  several  cuts  above  the  level  you'd  expect  of  a 
church  theatrical. 


SCOUTING  FIRSTS 

The  Mormons  were  the  first  Church  in  America  to  sponsor  Boy  Scout 
troops.  They  still  operate  what  is  by  far  the  largest  Boy  Scout  programme 
in  the  world.  In  1928  they  saw  the  need  for  a  more  advanced  scouting 
programme  for  older  boys  and  started  what  they  called  the  "Vanguard 
Scout"  movement.  It  was  adoped  by  the  national  Boy  Scout  organization 
five  years  later,  and  today  is  known  throughout  the  country  as  the  Explorer 
Scout  programme. 

(Continued  on  page  293) 
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The    Bloemfontein    Branch    Presidency 


Left   to  right:   Pieter  A.   Milne,  Stanley  N.   Daubney,  Robert  Driskel, 
James  W.  G.  Robb. 

Through  the  perseverance  and  example  of  my  wife  and  two  sons,  who 
have  both  served  missions,  I  was  baptised  into  the  Church  on  February 
7,  1957. 

Since  1958  I  have  served  on  the  Branch  Presidency,  first  as  second 
counsellor,  then  as  first  counsellor  and  for  the  past  three  and  a  half  years 
as  Branch  President. 

During  this  period  our  membership  has  grown  from  four  to  sixteen 
active  families,  while  numerous  families  have  moved  away  to  other 
branches.  It  is  my  testimony  that  there  is  nothing  more  rewarding  than  to 
be  actively  engaged  in  the  services  of  the  Lord. 

Pieter  A.  Milne  —  Branch  President 

I  have  been  a  member  of  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints  for  ten  years,  having  been  baptized  a  member  of  the  Church  in 
1957.  A  few  months  later  I  was  called  to  the  position  of  Sunday  School 
Superintendent;  I  held  this  position  for  some  months  before  being  ordained 
to  the  priesthood. 

One  Saturday  afternoon  the  Branch  President  called  me  and  told  me 
he  had  urgent  business  in  Johannesburg  and  asked  me  to  look  after  the 
Church  matters  the  following  day.  I  agreed  to  do  this  with  mixed  feelings, 
At  that  time  we  had  three  deacons  but  no  priest  would  be  at  church  the 
following  day. 

All  went  well  and  I  welcomed  all  members  to  our  service,  when  I 
then  realized  that  there  was  no  one  to  bless  the  Sacrament.  I  did  not 
know  what  to  do,  and  at  that  moment  President  and  Sister  Fisher,  our 
Mission  President,  appeared.  No  one  knew  they  were  to  come. 

I  welcomed  them  to  our  midst  and  then  asked  him  if  he  would 
bless  the  Sacrament.  This  he  did. 

I  know  the  Lord  will  not  let  us  down  if  we  do  our  part. 

Stanley  N.  Daubney  —   1st  Counsellor. 

Being  an  immigrant  from  England,  I  have  often  felt  that  I  had  to 
come  these  6,000  odd  miles  to  become  a  Mormon,  for  I  knew  that  if 
the  Gospel  had  been  presented  to  me  there,  I  would  not  have  been  able 
to  accept  it.  But  thanks  to  the  hard  work  of  the  missionaries,  I  was 
baptized  on  July  1,  1962,  and  was  called  to  serve  as  2nd  Counsellor  n 
the  Branch  Presidency  a  few  months  ago  and  T  am  indeed  grateful  for 
this  privilege  to  be  able,  in  some  small  way,  to  serve  the  Lord  and  my 
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brothers  and  sisters.  It  is  my  prayer  that  the  Lord  will  bless  you  all  in 
your  efforts  to  serve  him  in  your  strivings  to  live  the  commandments  as 
He  would  have  us  do,  and  may  He  grant  you  all  the  righteous  desires 
of  your  hearts. 

Robert  Driskel  —  2nd  Counsellor 

On  June  2,  1961  my  wife  and  I  met  the  two  Mormon  Missionaries, 
lessons  followed;  my  wife,  our  two  sons  and  I  were  baptized  on  August 
5,    1961. 

October  7,  1962  dawned  and  our  two  sons  were  ordained  as  Deacons. 
I  was  ordained  a  teacher.  At  this  time  I  was  serving  as  Second  Counsellor 
to  the  Sunday  School  Superintendency  but  was  released  from  this  office 
during  July  1964.  I  was  then  sustained  and  set  apart  as  branch  clerk  of 
the  Bloemfontein  Branch.  About  three  months  later  I  was  sustained  and 
set  apart  as  Assistant  District  Clerk. 

On  February  14,  1965  I  was  ordained  an  Elder  by  President  J.  Golden 
Snow  and  was  then  sustained  and  set  apart  as  District  Clerk  of  the 
O.F.S.  District,  working  with  the  District  President,  President  Sydney 
John  Spear  and  Broher  Ralph  George  Fripp  as  First  Counsellor.  Since 
about  August  1967  I  have  served  alone  with  President  Spear. 

At  the  present  time  I  thoroughly  enjoy  my  work  with  President 
Spear  as  well  as  the  Branch  Presidency. 

James  W.  G.  Robb  —  O.F.S.  District  Clerk 


THE  MORMONS   HOLD  ONTO  .  ,  .     (Continued   from   page  291) 

SPORTS  BIGGEST  ATTRACTION 

Organized,  competitive  sports  is  perhaps  the  biggest  magnet  which 
MTA  uses  to  draw  and  hold  Mormon  boys.  Each  ward  has  its  own  junior 
and  senior  basketball,  volleyball  and  softball  teams.  They  play  each  other 
according  to  regular  league  schedules,  and  the  champions  of  the  various 
leagues  go  on  to  regional  playoffs  and  finally  to  gigantic  national  tour- 
naments. The  basketball  tournament  generates  in  Salt  Lake  City  each 
spring  as  much  excitement  as  another  city  might  experience  if  it  was 
playing  host  to  the  world  series. 

NO  SPECTATOR  —  MEMBERS 

Keeping  this  far-flung  youth  programme  going  requires  a  tremendous 
amount  of  adult  time  and  leadership.  Counting  home  teachers,  Sunday 
School  teachers,  drama  directors,  dancing  and  music  teachers,  athletic 
coaches  and  many  others,  the  typical  Mormon  ward  has  about  250  jobs  to 
fill  with  unpaid  workers.  And  the  jobs  are  demanding.  Many  Mormon 
adults  told  me  they  spend  from  15  to  30  hours  a  week  in  MIA  activities 
or  other  Church  work. 

In  many  other  denominations,  it  would  be  exceedingly  difficult  to 
persuade  so  many  adults  to  give  so  much  of  their  time.  The  Mormons  are 
able  to  do  it  because,  as  President  Tanner  put  it,  "We  don't  have  any 
spectator-members  in  the  LDS  Church." 

"Our  people  don't  dodge,  alibi  or  evade  when  they  are  asked  to  take 
on  a  iob,"  he  said,  "we  are  taught  from  childhood  that  a  call  from  the 
Church  is  a  call  from  God.  And  when  God  calls  you  to  a  task,  you  can 
only  say  yes,  if  you  take  your  faith  seriously." 

Beyond  any  question,  Mormons  take  their  faith  seriously.  And  that, 
perhaps  is  the  ultimate  secret  of  their  success  in  keeping  young  people  close 
to  the  Church. 
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L^oing    to  ...  . 


Do  you  keep  on  going  to  school  each  day? 
Do  you  study  to  find  some  better  way 
To  do  your  work  and  improve  your  skill  ? 
Are  you  forging  ahead  or  just  standing  still? 

So  seek  for  knowledge  to  keep  abreast 

Of  the  changing  times,  and  learn  what's  best; 

For  Work  that  is  worth  the  effort  to  do 

Is  worth  the  study  to  better  it,  too. 

So  just  go  to  school  with  your  job  each  day. 
Learn  all  that  you  can  and  store  it  away, 
For  all  through  life  you'll  meet  the  test 
Of  how  to  advance  and  better  your  best ! 


School 
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Ljou    cant    get     JotQ 


S.  J.  Burgoyne  andE.  G.  Browne 

Have  you  stopped  to  think  why  some  men  are  great 
While  other  ones  just  stay  small  ? 
The  big  men  think  big  and  then  they  do  big  .  .  . 
It's  just  how  you  think,  that's  all. 

//  you  think  success,  you'll  have  success, 
Provided  you  also  do, 

And  follow  your  thoughts  with  the  kind  of  work 
That  is  going  to  make  it  true. 

But  you  can't  get  big  by  thinking  small, 
And  you  can  only  go  as  far 
As  your  constant  thoughts  and  daily  deeds, 
For  just  as  you  think  .  .  .  you  are. 

So  watch  your  thoughts  and  make  them  fit, 

Whenever  you'd  like  to  see, 

For  as  you  think  you  are  bound  to  live, 

So  whatever  you  think  .  .  .  You'll  be  ! 


Of/     cJhinking     Small 
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A   GOLDEN   JUBILEE 
1918"-  ■lfc*§d-"1968 

TEX 

JEANETTE 


W.  *      •  KATE 


SMITH 


Married  50  Golden  Years 
Members  50  Golden  Years 

The  following  poem  was  written  by  Brother  Tex  Smith,  dedicated  to 
his  wife :  The  CSM  would  like  to  congratulate  Brother  and  Sister 
Smith  on  this  occasion  and  wish  them  happiness  and  success  in  the 

years  to  come. 

When  everything  goes  wrong. 
And  life  itself  seems  futile, 
The  days  dreary  and  woefully  long 
With  sadness  beguiling  a  smile. 

A  pretty  face,  a  cheerful  heart ; 

Would  make  the  world  bright. 

An  understanding  woman,  a  loving  sweetheart, 

Could  set  all  wrongs  right. 

A  passionate  embrace,  a  tender  kiss, 
A  lovingly  spoken  word  — 
What  more  can  one  ask  than  this. 
And  a  heart,  with  love's  emotion  stirred. 

A  tender  hand  clasp,  a  contagious  smile, 
A  pair  of  bright  laughing  eyes ; 
These  indeed  make  life  and  living  worthwhile, 
without  all  this  —  life  dies. 
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VEREENIGING 


Sends    Missionary 

Reported  by  Lynette  I.  Roberts 


This  past  month  has  been  filled 
with  many  events  in  the  Branch. 
Howard  Kingsley  had  a  motor  acci- 
dent sustaining  injuries  to  his  nose 
and  face.  We  are  pleased  that  he 
has  made  a  quick  recovery  and  back 
in  harness  in  his  duties. 

We  are  very  happy  to  have  a 
missionary  in  the  field,  namely, 
Brother  Peter  Kingsley  who  is  ser- 
ving in  the  South  African  Mission. 
He  is  the  first  to  go  from  the  Ver- 
eeniging  Branch  and  we  pray  that 
the  Lord  will  bless  him  in  his 
labours. 

Brother  Lionel  McNight  has  been 
advanced  to  a  Priest  and  Brother 
Michael  Mariott  has  been  ordained 
a  Deacon.  We  pray  that  these 
brethren  may  always  be  faithful  and 
diligent   in    the   work  of   the  Lord. 

The  MIA  held  a  "Bring  and 
Braai"  evening  with  three  lovely 
loo  fires  to  cook  the  meet.  Brother 
Bob  de  Wet  presided  over  the  "pat 
pot",  and  the  laughter  and  teasing 
of  the  saints  was  good  to  hear.  The 
rest  of  the  evening  was  spent  in 
sport  of  every  description  for  every- 
one's taste. 

Many  changes  have  been  brought 
about  with  the  advent  of  our  Branch 
Conference.  The  YMMIA  have 
Brother  Lionel  McNight  as  their 
new  Superintendent  —  the  youngest 
we  believe  in  the  mission  —  with 
another  young  brother  Brian  Kings- 
ley   as  his    1st    Assistant.    YWMIA 


have  Sister  Martha  McNight  as  the 
President  with  Sister  Valerie  M. 
Snyman  as  1st  Assistant  and  Sister 
Janet  Moore  as  2nd  Assistant.  With 
these  strong  leaders  we  hope  to 
see  things  from  this  auxiliary  in 
the  future. 

The  Primary  welcome  Sister 
Slabbert  as  their  secretary  with  the 
Presidency  remaining  the  same.  The 
auxiliary  is  running  so  well  and  the 
spirit    is   wonderful. 

The  Relief  Society  has  under- 
gone a  complete  change  with  Sister 
Anne  de  Wet  as  President  and  Sis- 
ter Valerie  M.  Snyman  as  First 
Counsellor  and  Sister  Martha 
McNight  as  Second  Counsellor.  We 
wish  them  every  success  in  their 
callings  in  this  wonderful  and  most 
important  auxiliary  of  the  church 
for  women.  At  our  work  meeting 
which  concluded  with  conference, 
we  had  a  very  interesting  demonstra- 
tion on  dyeing  material,  making 
designs  with  the  use  of  marbles. 
When  complete,  the  result  looks 
very  similar  to  "Batik"  work  though 
less  complicated  to  do.  We  wish  to 
thank  Sister  Elsie  M.  Slabbert  and 
her  Counsellors  for  the  fine  work 
thev  achieved  in  their  term  of  office 
in  the  Relief  Society  Presidency. 

Brother  Rowland  P.  Roberts  was 
released  as  Branch  Clerk  and  called 
to  the  Office  of  First  Counsellor  in 
the    Branch    Presidency.    We    know- 
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that  Brother  Roberts  will  carry  out 
his  duties  in  this  calling  as  diligently 
as  he  has  done  for  the  past  5  years 
as  Branch  Clerk.  We  were  sorry  to 
learn,    of    the    transfer    of    Brother 


and  Sister  Sheasby  and  family  to 
the  Carltonville  Branch,  but  know 
that  they  will  continue  to  be  faith- 
ful in  the  work  of  the  Lord  in  their 
new  surroundings. 


CARLETONVILLE 


Enjoys    Conference 

Reported    by    Pam    Grobler 


There  was  great  activity  in  the 
air  as  the  date  for  our  branch  con- 
ference was  approaching.  On  the 
evening  of  September  19,  we  had 
our  first  conference  meeting  which 
was  the  Relief  Society  section.  We 
were  fortunate  in  having  present 
a  number  of  the  District  Relief 
Society  Presidency  as  well  as  a 
number  of  visitors.  After  the  les- 
son was  given,  we  had  a  social 
gathering  when,  tea  and  home-made 
cake  were  enjoyed  by  everyone  pre- 
sent. 

Primary  commenced  on  Sunday, 
September  22,  at  8.00  a.m.  The  Dis- 
trict Presidency  were  present  at  the 
meeting.  At  9.00  a.m.  Priesthood 
had  their  meeting  where  both  Dis- 
trict and  Mission  leaders  attended. 
As  usual  the  Sunday  School  meet- 
ing commenced  at  10.30  a.m.,  when 
once  again  we  are  happy  to  an- 
nounce the  District  and  Mission 
counsellors  were  present,  as  well 
as  many  friends.  There  were  82 
friends  present,  which  is  a  tremen- 


dous boost  in  a  branch  like  ours  as 
we  are  rather  small  in   number. 

After  Sunday  School  lunches  were 
prepared  and  served  by  the  sisters 
in  our  branch.  After  a  most  en- 
joyable lunch  everyone  dispersed 
to  their  various  homes  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  afternoon.  At  6.00 
p.m.  all  the  saints  returned  to  the 
chapel  for  the  evening  Sacrament 
meeting.  Our  speakers  were  Presi- 
dent Powrie,  President  Hugo,  Presi- 
dent Chater,  President  Alexander 
and  Brother  Shaw.  The  messages 
they  left  with  us  were  both  heart- 
warming and  inspiring.  Each  mes- 
sage helped  us  to  acquire  a  greater 
insight  of  the  Gospel  and  we 
would  like  to  thank  the  speakers  for 
their  wonderful  talks. 

Everyone  felt  very  sad  that  the 
conference  had  ended,  as  it  was 
an  enormous  success  and  enjoyed 
bv  all  the  saints  who  were  present. 
On  a  day  such  as  this,  everyone 
learns  so  much  for  which  they  are 
truly    grateful. 


PRETORIA 


Welcome    Home    Missionary 

Reported  by  Anna  Muller 


It  was  a  great  shock  to  our  branch 
when  Sister  Heater  van  Zyl  was 
tragically  killed  in  an,  accident  near 
her  home  on  Sunday,  September  1. 
Sister  van  Zyl  served  faithfully  in 
several  auxiliaries  for  many  years. 
We  extend  our  deepest  sympathy  to 
Brother  Chris. 

Brother  Alex  Comrie  was  called 
as  Young  Mens  Superintendent  in 
the  Branch  MIA  with  Sister  Kirsch- 
man  as  Young  Womens  President. 
In  Primary  Sister  Anna  Muller  has 
been  called  as  President  with  Sister 


Edwina      Swartzberg      and      Maria 
Comrie  as  counsellors. 

On  Saturday  evening,  September 
14,  the  members  gathered  at  the 
Cultural  hall  to  welcome  Brother 
Alex  Comrie  back  from  his  mission. 
A  lovely  smell  of  "braaivleis"  soon 
filled  the  air  as  members  made  use 
of  the  beautiful  spring  evening  to 
have  a  meal  outside  on  the  lawn. 
After  the  meal.  Brother  Alex  was 
welcomed  in  the  Cultural  Hall  and 
this  was  followed  by  a  film  show. 
The     evening's     entertainment     was 
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rounded  off  with  a  band  playing 
lively  music  for  the  young  at  heart. 
Truly  a  most  enjoyable  evening  was 
spent  by  all  present. 

RAMAH  II 


A  welcome  visitor  to  our  branch 
this  month  is  Sister  Cora  Jubber 
from  Springs  who  is  staying  with 
the  Du  Preez  family. 


MIA    Put    on    Show 

Reported  by  Hope  Minne 


The  Relief  Society  Convention 
was  most  fortunate  in  having  its 
first  Convention  blessed  by  the 
presence  of  Elder  Romney  and  his 
wife  and  the  Convention  itself  was 
a  great  success.  The  meetings  and 
the  sale  of  work  on  Saturday  and 
the  wonderful  meeting  on  Sunday 
morning  were  all  most  inspiring. 
The  Transvaal  District  took  over  in 
the  afternoon  of  Sunday  and 
another  overwhelmingly  thrilling 
meeting  was  experienced  by  all.  We 
are  most  grateful  to  the  organisers 
and  the  speakers  and  all  the  people 
who  put  so  much  work  into  the 
weekend  for  us. 

MIA  put  on  the  show  "It  begins 
with  Balloons"  to  a  crowded  house 
during  August,  and  if  the  audiences 
reaction  is  anything  to  go  by  then 
it  was  a  great  success.  Especially  to 
be  congratulated  are  the  "backroom 
boys"  who  really  did  a  wonderful 
job  of  the  Fairground  set  which 
did  a  lot  to  boost  the  whole  show 
onto  a  high  plane.  All  the  actors 
and  actresses  —  some  of  whom 
were  very  young  —  played  their 
parts  very  well  and  endeared  them- 
selves to  the  audience  in  the  first 
five  minutes. 

MIA  is  still  marching  on  and  we 
now  have  Eileen  Swartzel  and 
Gerald  de  Wet  as  our  leaders.  An 
interesting  night  was  held  when  we 
had  a  talk  on  drugs  and  drug  taking 

SPRSNGS 


and  the  young  people  were  eager 
to  know  the  ins  and  outs  of  this 
habit  and  our  lecturer  was  quite 
impressed  by  their  questions  and 
reactions. 

The  District  dinner  on  September 
6  was  well  attended  and  the  "dinner 
by  candle  light"  effect  was  most 
original.  Everyone  seemed  to  enjoy 
a  really  first  class  evening  and  even 
the  kitchen  staff  who  saw  notning 
and  heard   nothing,   had   fun! 

Ramah  Scouts  have  had  great 
success  in  being  chosen  to  go  for- 
ward to  a  bigger  camp  competition 
as  both  Ramah  I  and  Ramah  II 
were  placed  in  the  first  three  Troops 
at  a  competition  camp  held  this 
month.  We  wish  them  the  best  of 
luck  as  they  go  forward  to  the 
next  stage.  We  feel  sure  they  will 
succeed  again.  Ramah  II  now  has 
a  Cup  Pack.  The  Cubs  had  their 
first  meeting  this  month  and  from 
all  accounts  the  movement  is  a  great 
success. 

Congratulations  to  Brother  Den- 
nis Clark  on  being  called  to  be 
Sunday  School  Superintendent  and 
to  Brother  Chris  Louw  on  being 
called  to  be  his  First  Counsellor, 
Brother  Norman  Brentot  remains  i"s 
Second  Counsellor. 

Congratulations  too  to  Terry  and 
Anne  De  Kock  on  the  birth  of  their 
third  son.  We  are  all  very  happy 
for  them. 


Family    Leave    for    Temple 

Reported  by  Valerie  Keuning 


What  a  lovely  spiritual  and  up- 
lifting experience  the  Relief  Society 
Convention  turned  out  to  be.  All 
the  sisters  from  Springs  who  attend- 
ed were  well  rewarded  in  many 
different  ways  —  from  learning 
interesting  hints  and  ideas  to  help 
them    in   the   home    to    listening    to 


our  dear  Apostle  Elder  Marion  G. 
Romney  and  his  good  wife  Sister 
Romney. 

On  Saturday  September  7.  quite 
a  crowd  of  saints  and  friends  and 
relations  gathered  at  the  Chapel 
cultural  hall  to  wish  Sister  Cora 
Jubber  well    on   her   21st   birthday. 
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After  the  toasts  everyone  joined  in 
eating  and  dancing  and  having  a 
good   time. 

The  M  "Crystal  family  were  wel- 
comed back  from  their  Temple  trip 
to  London.  From  what  we  have 
heard  they  certainly  had  some 
lovely  experiences  and  we  are 
thrilled  they  were  able  to  enjoy  this. 

Sister  Cora  Jubber  is  really  in  the 
news  this  month  and  we  would 
now  like  to  congratulate  her  on  her 
engagement  to  Brother  Alec  Comrie 
from  the  Pretoria  Branch.  Brother 
Comrie  has  recently  returned  from 
serving  a  mission  in  the  Nether- 
lands. We  wish  this  young  couple 
every  happiness  in  their  future  to- 
gether. 


On  Saturday,  September  21,  the 
Sunday  School  class  of  Sister  Val 
Keuning  enjoyed  a  lovely  afternoon 
and  evening  at  the  Nigel  Dam. 
They  held  a  braai  after  an  after- 
noon in  the  lovely  spring  sunshine. 

Once  again  we  were  able  to  bid 
farewell  to  another  couple  who 
have  managed  to  achieve  their  goal 
of  going  to  the  temple.  Brother  and 
Sister  Bert  Phillips  and  their  three 
daughters,  Lesley-Ann,  Tracey  and 
Wendy  left  Jan  Smuts  Airport  at 
8.30  p.m.  on  Saturday,  September 
21.  We  hope  they  have  a  lovely 
holiday  and  enjoy  this  wonderful 
experience  which  is  awaiting  them 
and  we  look  forward  to  their  re- 
turn. 


EAST  RAND 


Membership  Increases 


East  Rand  membership  has  in- 
creased. We  welcome  into  the 
Branch  the  Mann  Family  who  were 
baptized  on  July  20. 

New  arrivals  are  Brother  and 
Sister  Hansen  from  Springs,  where 
they  were  recently  married.  The 
Young  family  have  made  their 
home  in  Benoni  and  we  congratu- 
late Brother  Malcolm  on  his  new 
calling  as  Councilman  in  the  Trans- 
vaal District. 

Congratulations  to  Michael  Mac- 
Kay  on  his  baptism  on  August  24, 
and  also  Michael  Young,  who  was 
baptized  by  his  grandfather  on  the 
same  day.  Paul  Bester  entered  the 
waters  of  baptism  in  July  as  well. 

The  Pioneer  Party  held  at  the 
Chapel  in  July  was  a  great  success 


and  all  enjoyed  themselves  around 
the  fire,  singing,  and  taking  part  in 
the  square  dancing. 

A  Branch  picnic  was  held  on 
September  2,  at  Pioneer  Park  in 
Johannesburg. 

The  Botha  family  have  left  us 
for  the  Northern  Transvaal  where 
Brother  Botha  is  starting  his  own 
business. 

We  are  so  pleased  Sister  Cloete  is 
over  her  operation  to  her  hand. 
She  broke  her  knuckle  playing 
Volleyball. 

East  Rand  were  hosts  to  the  Ger- 
miston  Branch  recently  and  we 
spent  a  very  pleasant  evening  play- 
ing Volleyball.  Germiston  provided 
the  food  and  East  Rand  the  cool 
drinks. 


MOWBRAY 


Host    Gold    and    Green    Ball 


Reported  by  Beatrice  E.  Smith 


On  August  29,  a  goodly  company 
of  the  Mowbray  sisters  set  out  for 
Johannesburg  to  attend  the  Relief 
Society  Convention.  Some  left  by 
car,  others  by  train.  Some  of  our 
ladies  were  accompanied  by  hus- 
bands  "to  assist   with   the   driving" 

A     display     of    handicrafts    was 


arranged  at  the  conference  —  all 
branches  took  part  in  this  — ■  and 
many  and  varied  were  the  beautiful 
articles  exhibited.  Mowbray  Branch 
was  awarded  the  first  prize.  Most 
of  the  articles  ■  on  show  were  for 
sale  and  the  Mowbray  sisters  earned 
an    amount    of    Rl  10.00    for    their 
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goods.  The  sisters  have  returned 
fired  with  enthusiasm  to  make  this 
Relief  Society  an  even  more  fruit- 
ful branch  than  it  has  been  here- 
tofore. 

Deepest  sympathy  is  extended  to 
Sister  Edith  Myers  on  the  death  of 
her  grandson,  William  Deuchar. 
May  the  Lord  comfort  this  dear  old 
sister  and  her  family  in  their  be- 
reavement. 

A  story  of  heroism  comes  to  us 
from  Fransch  Hoek,  where  young 
Awie  Swart  captured  an  escaped 
convict.  Awie  is  the  son  of  Sister 
Angel  Swart  and  grandson  to  Sister 
Johanna  Fourie. 

Thanks  to  Mr.  Denning  and  Mr. 
Netto  who  demonstrated  a  new 
"Dot-System"  of  pattern-making  at 
Relief  Society  on  September  12. 
The  sisters  were  very  interested  and 
refreshments  were  served.  After 
which  the  demonstrators  were 
pleased  to  give  further  informa- 
tion to  all  inquiries. 

News  from  afar  is  that  Sister 
Edith  Wiid  has  left  the  United 
States  on  her  way  to  Australia. 
Good  wishes  go  with  her  on  this 
trip. 

The  Branch  extended  sympathy 
to  Sister  Audrey  Macfarland  on  the 
death  of  her  father. 

The  death  of  brother  Cecil  Bibb 
occurred  on  September  17.  The 
members  wish  to  express  their  deep 
sympathy  with  Sister  Cass  Bibb  and 
her  Family.  Brother  Lionel  and 
Brother    George    Bibb    came    down 


from  the  Transvaal   to   attend  their 
father's  funeral. 

With  the  Bazaar  looming  in  the 
not  very  distant  future,  the  Relief 
Society  have  been  holding  a  series 
of  work  meetings  on  Tuesday 
morning.  Besides  getting  a  lot  of 
work  done,  the  sisters  are  able  to 
enjoy  a  lot  of  social  life  in  this 
way. 

The  Gold  and  Green  Ball  is  an 
eagerly  awaited  event  each  year. 
This  year  Bellville  and  Mowbray 
Branches  combined  to  make  it  the 
most  outstanding  function  of  all. 
The  hall  was  beautifully  decorated 
to  represent  scenes  in  Venice.  The 
Rialto  Bridge  looked  so  real  that 
one  almost  expected  to  see  Dante 
and  Beatrice  meeting  there.  If  one 
couldn't  see  the  pigeons  fluttering 
over  the  Pizza  de  San  Marco,  one 
could  almost  hear  them  coo.  The 
ladies  all  looked  graceful  as  they 
took  the  floor  in  long,  formal  even- 
ing gowns.  The  floor-show  was 
arranged  by  the  MIA  maids  and 
was  a  delightful  display  of  group 
dancing.  Supper  added  to  the  real 
Venetian  atmosphere  as  only  Ita- 
lian dishes  were  served.  Everybody 
enjoyed  the  fine  pasta  (lascagne, 
etc.)  which  had  been  prepared.  The 
music  was  supplied  by  Murray's 
Orchestra.  Many  thanks  go  to  all 
those  who  assisted  in  making  this 
the  ball  of  the  season.  MIA  in  the 
Cape  District  are  to  be  congratu- 
lated on  the  success  of  this  affair. 


BELLVILLE 


Open    House    at    Scouts    Camp 

Reported  by  Dorathea  E.  A.  Storey 


Bellville  Relief  Society  was  well 
represented,  when  five  of  its  sisters 
were  able  to  attend  the  first  Relief 
Society  Convention  in  the  Mission. 
They  assured  us  that  it  was  an  ex- 
perience not  to  be  missed. 

Basketball  season  is  now  at  an 
end,  and  our  congratulations  go  to 
the  Pioneers  Young  mens  team  for 
attaining  the  position  of  being  at 
the  top  of  the  league.  Well  done 
Pioneers. 

Saturday,  September  21,  was 
"open    house"    day    at    the    Scouts 


Cape  Western  Divisions  local  camp 
site  "Gilcape"  at  Eerste  River.  Our 
group  Scout  master  and  Scout 
Master  turned  out  along  with  most 
of  our  scouts,  many  parents,  and 
families.  The  Branch  President  and 
members  of  our  group  committee 
were  also  in  attendance.  A  pro- 
gramme by  Cape  Western  Cubs  was 
enjoyed  and  the  weather  for  the 
occasion    was    lovely. 

The  Gold  and  Green  Ball  held 
on  a  district  basis  this  year,  was  a 
great    success   with   both   Mowbray 
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and  Bellville  rallying  together  as 
one.  The  preparations  for  the  dance 
was  shared  by  both  branches  as 
opposed  to  one  or  the  other  in  the 
past.  This  was  highly  successful 
and  everyone  had  a  good  time.  The 
theme  of  the  dance  was  "An 
Evening  in  Venice"  and  the  hall 
was  really  beautifully  decorated  and 


did  much  to  add  to  the  atmosphere 
of  the  dance.  Both  branches  de- 
lighted all  who  attended  with  two 
floor  shows  and  a  very  enjoyable 
meal  was  served.  Approximately 
160  people  were  in  attendance. 
Congratulations  to  -Sister  Marie 
Wiffen  who  was  behind  all  the 
organization. 


EAST  LONDON 


Member    Has    60th    Birthday 

Reported   by  Naomi   Raubenheimer 


On  August  28,  Brother  Havelock 
Trollip  entertained  about  90  guests 
to  a  braaivleis  at  the  chapel 
grounds  on  the  occasion  of  his  60th 
birthday.  The  meat  was  done 
deliciously  and  everyone  had  a 
good  time.  Brother  and  Sister 
Trollip  are  wished  a  very  happy 
and   blessed  retirement. 

Brother  Arthur  Miiller  has  been 
called    to    be   Elders   group   Leader 


and  we  pray  that  our  Heavenly 
Father  will  bless  him  in  this  new 
office. 

Sister  Ann  Corrigan  was  whipped 
off  to  the  Hospital  so  smartly  on 
September  9,  that  even  before  some 
of  the  members  knew  she  was  in- 
disposed, she  was  hobbling  back 
into  Sunday  school  after  an  appen- 
dix operation.  Nice  to  see  you  on 
the  mend,  Ann. 


PIETERMARiTZBURG 


Love    Saturday    Games 

Reported    by  Connie   de   Bruin 


The  highlight  of  September  was 
the  "Gold  and  Green  Ball"  held  at 
the  Durban  Chapel.  The  hall  was 
beautifully  decorated  and  the  music 
was  very  pleasant.  The  supper  that 
was  served  during  the  evening  was 
really  worth  waiting  for.  It  was  a 
most  enjoyable  evening  and  the 
Maritzburg  saints  extend  a  warm 
"thank  you"  to  their  Durban 
brothers  and  sisters  for  the  effort 
they  put  into  making  the  ball  a 
great  success. 

The  Saturday  evening  games  held 


at  the  Chapel  are  proving  very 
popular  with  the  young  and  young 
at  heart.  Attendance  is  improving 
each  week.  Also  the  square  dancing 
held  once  a  month  is  really  swing- 
ing! Once  again  a  big  thank  you 
to  our  Durban  brothers  and  sisters 
for  their  support  especially  Brother 
Duane  Jakins  who  is  the  'caller'  and 
gets   everyone  on  the  ball. 

The  branch  held  two  cake  sales 
during  the  month  which  were  very 
well  supported  and  a  goodly  sum 
was  made  for  the  building  fund. 


BULAWAYO 


Enjoy    Film  and  Lecture 

Reported  by  Dawn  Owen 


Another  five  baptisms  took  place 
this  month!  We  would  like  to 
welcome  within  the  Branch,  Brother 
and  Sister  Fraser,  Sister  Megan 
Jones,  and  Jennifer  Jones,  and 
Sister    Lynne    Patterson    and    pray 


the    Lord's    blessings    be    theirs    in 
abundance. 

We  would  like  to  thank  our  be- 
loved President  Watts  for  his  beau- 
tiful painting  (painted  by  himself) 
presented     to     Relief     Society.     We 
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can  never  thank  him  enough  for  all 
that  he  does  for  the  Branch. 

Four  members  were  sustained  as 
Deacons;  Brothers  Leonard  Austin, 
Roderick  Fraser,  John  Finlayson 
and  Trevor  Herbert,  and  advanced 
to  an  Elder  was  brother  Robert 
Roy.  We  wish  them  happiness  in 
their  calling. 

Twenty-nine  members  and  friends 
attended  a  Fireside  at  the  home  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Trevor  Herbert. 
A  tape  recording  called  "Profile  of 
a  Prophet"  by  Elder  Hugh  B. 
Brown  was  played  and  enjoyed. 

A  film  show  and  lecture  on 
Khami  Ruins  were  an  effort  by 
MIA.  The  Saturday  following  16 
members    and    friends    met    at    the 


Chapel  and  from  there  proceeded 
to  the  Ruins  to  explore  for  them- 
selves; thanks  for  this  go  to  sister 
Angela  Patterson. 

We  wish  to  thank  brother  Jack 
Stevens  from  Salisbury  for  the 
wonderful  talk  he  gave  during  his 
visit  here.  It  has  certainly  given  us 
a  lot  to  think  about.  Brother 
Stevens  was  down  with  the  B.S.A.P. 
Tea,  for  our  Annual  Agricultural 
Show. 

We  wish  to  congratulate  our 
"Mormon"  Ladies  Gymnastic  team 
for  their  excellent  display  put  on 
at  the  Show  and  also  for  their  Tele- 
vision appearance.  These  are  Danish 
Rythumatic  Gymnastics  done  to 
music  and  are  very  pretty  to 
watch. 


SALISBURY 


Have    Farewell    Dinner 

Reported  by  Jean  Bean 


On  Saturday  morning,  August  24, 
Primary  celebrated  its  90th  Birth- 
day. The  children  and  teachers 
aimed  to  have  at  least  90  children 
present  for  this  function  —  this 
they  more  than  achieved  by  having 
present  107  people  altogether.  Of 
this  number  there  were  17  Primary 
children,  21  adults  and  69  visiting 
children. 

After  a  talk  on  the  reason  for 
the  celebration  the  children  sang 
three  songs  for  their  guests,  then 
gathered  outside  to  play  games  and 
later  to  enjoy  the  terriffic  spread  of 
cakes,  biscuits,  sandwiches,  crisps 
and  cool  drinks. 

To  mark  the  occasion  a  number 
of  photographs  were  also  taken  and 
the  happy  joyous  morning  ended 
with  each  child  present  being  given 
a  bag  of  sweets  to  take  home. 

On  Friday,  August  30,  the  MIA 
inaugurated  what  is  hoped  will 
develop  into  an  annual  dinner  by 
using  the  occasion  as  a  surprise 
farewell  dinner  for  Sisters  Leah  and 
Sandra  Corbett  who  were  leaving 
for  Salt  Lake  City  to  attend  the 
Brigham  Young  University. 

The  tables  were  arranged  in  a 
horseshoe  formation  in  the  cultural 
hall  and  were  very  tastefully  deco- 


rated. The  lovely  dinner  was  served 
by  the  scouts. 

Brother  Jack  Steven,  MIA  Supe- 
rintendent, spoke  on  behalf  of  the 
MIA  members  and  wished  the 
Corbett  twins  everything  of  the  best 
in  their  new  life  ahead. 

During  the  evening  several 
awards  were  made;  Sister  Leah 
Corbett  was  presented  with  a  five 
year  pin  for  her  diligent  and  faith- 
ful services  as  the  Young  Women's 
MIA  Secretary,  and  Brother  David 
Shaw  won  the  monthly  Scout  cup 
for  being  the  smartest  turned-out 
scout  during  the  month. 

Entertainment  was  provided  by 
Sisters  Diane  Bell  and  Janet  Laing 
who  played  a  pianoforte  duet,  a 
song  by  Brother  Alf  and  Sister  June 
Frost,  followed  by  Elder  Melvin 
Martin  who  sang  two  songs  accom- 
panying himself  on  a  guitar.  Later 
during  the  evening  Sisters  June  and 
Beverley  Frost  sang,  and  so  ended 
a  very  enjoyable  evening. 

On  Saturday,  August  31  a  large 
number  of  saints  together  with 
seven  visitors  gathered  at  the 
Chapel  to  witness  three   baptisms. 

It  was  certainly  a  great  day  for 
Sister  Norma  Laing  when  she  was 
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baptized  by  Brother  Corbett  —  a 
clay  she  has  looked  forward  to  for 
many  years. 

Brother  Rodney  and  .Sister  Jean 
Pinnick  were  also  baptized  by  Elder 
Robert  S.  Jaggi  and  all  the  mem- 
bers welcomed  these  lovely  people 
and  wished  them  great  joy  in  serv- 
ing the  Lord. 


Over  this  week-end  (August  30. 
September  1)  two  sisters  were 
chosen  as  delegates  from  Salisbury 
Relief  .Society;  they  were  Sisters 
Vera  Bell  and  Pauline  Waiwright, 
who  flew  down  to  Johannesburg  to 
attend  the  Relief  Society  Conven- 
tion —  the  first  ever  held  in  South 
Africa. 


RAMAH  I 


Change    Branch    Presidency 

Reported  by  Gordon  Dell 


During  the  course  of  the  last 
month.  Ramah  I  Branch  had  some 
surprise  changes.  The  first  was  to 
learn  that  our  Branch  President, 
George  Samuel,  was  released  from 
his  duties,  but  was  to  take  up  the 
responsibility  of  Scouting  in  the 
Mission  and  Transvaal  District 
MIA.  With  the  release  of  President 
Samuel  came  the  release  of  Brother 
James  Howden  and  Brother  James 
Rudolph,  first  and  second  counsel- 
lors respectively.  The  faces  of  the 
members  lit  up  as  the  new  Branch 
Presidency  was  chosen.  Brother 
James  I.  Rudolph  was  chosen  as 
the  new  Branch  President  with 
Brother  James  Calteaux  as  first 
counsellor,  and  Brother  Llewellen 
Donly  as  second  counsellor.  They 
were  sustained  together  with  Brother 
Hylton  Jackson  and  Brother  Eddie 
York  as  the  two  clerks. 

Two  families  from  the  Branch 
have  been  called  by  the  District  to 
leave  their  respective  branches  and 
join  the  Germiston  Branch  where 
they  will  be  able  to  strengthen  the 
leadership  of  the  sister  branch.  The 
families  who  were  called  were 
Brother  and  Sister  James  Howden 
and  family,  and  Brother  and  Sister 
Dick  Bradley  and  family.  To  these 
families  we  say.  "God  bless  you 
all  in  this  wonder  calling  and  may 
you  continue  to  give  of  your  best 
in  your  new  surroundings  as  you 
have  given  of  your  best  to  Ramah 
First. 

Primary  workers  together  with 
the  Branch  Presidency,  29  in  num- 
ber, gathered  at  the  home  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Howden  and 
enjoyed  a  Chinese  supper.  It  is  said 
that  a  few  of  the  diners  had  their 


scalps  lifted  after  drinking  tea 
brewed  by  the  sisters. 

The  Sunday  school  reports  a  few 
changes  in  the  Superintendency. 
Brother  Dick  Bradley  was  called  as 
first  counsellor,  and  Brother  Steve 
Olivie  as  second  counsellor.  After 
the  call  of  Brother  Dick  Bradley  to 
the  Germiston  Branch,  Brother 
Thomson  the  Sunday  School  Supe- 
rintendent must  choose  another 
first  counsellor. 

The  Sunday  School  leaders  plan- 
ned a  picnic  at  Rustenburg  Kloof 
on  October  10,  which  was  open  to 
the  Branch,  Two  single  decker  busses 
were  hired  from  the  Johannesburg 
Municipality.  One  hundred  and 
thirty-four  members,  together  with 
food,  blankets,  etc.,  set  out  for 
Rustenburg.  They  were  met  at  the 
Kloof  by  the  priests  of  the  Branch 
who  had  camped  at  the  site  under 
the  guidance  of  Brother  Koot  de 
Wet.  A  good  time  was  enjoyed  by 
all    those   who   attended. 

The  annual  Christmas  Tree  takes 
place  at  Ramah  on  Friday,  Novem- 
ber 29. 

Brother  and  Sister  Koot  de  Wet 
have  been  called  to  lead  the  MIA, 
and  we  wish  them  every  success  in 
this  calling. 

Brother  Gordon  Dell  has  been 
called  as  the  Age  Group  Counsel- 
lor. 

Highlights  of  the  MIA  activity 
for  the  month  were  the  "Gold  and 
Green  Ball,"  and  the  Spring  Sing. 
Our  Appreciation  go  to  all  those 
who  contributed  to  the  success  of 
the  Golden  Green  Ball.  The  decora- 
tions were  lovely,  revolving  around 
the  theme  of  "Spring  on  the  Rand." 
The  Spring  sing  was  a  well-attended 
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and  entertaining  night  of  local 
talent.  Our  thanks  go  to  Sister 
Gloria  du  Plessis  who  spent  many 
hours  of  patience  and  encourage- 
ment to  the  young  people  who 
shared  their  talents  with  us  on  this 
night. 

The      Melchezedeck      Priesthood 
leaders    report    that    18    Priesthood 


holders  together  with  their  wives 
had  a  wonderful  night  out  at  the 
Academy  Theatre,  and  after  the 
show,  dinner  at  the  Green  Room. 

With  the  loss  of  Sister  Pat 
Bradley  to  Germiston,  Sister  Rose 
Calteaux  had  been  called  to  preside 
over  the  Ramah  First  Relief  Society. 
We  wish  her  continued  success. 


RECENTLY  RELEASED  BRANCH  PRESIDENCY  OF 
RAMAH  I 


IF   I   WERE   IN   MY   TEENS     (Continued   from   page  286) 

Let  us  be  true  to  our  Church,  ourselves  and  our  God. 
Let  us  obey  the  rules  and  regulations. 
Let  us  love  one  another. 

Three  rows  of  turnips  — 

Turn  up  for  all  calls  and  obligations. 

Turn  up  with   a   cheerful   attitude  for  whatever  befalls  us. 

Turn  up  with  the  determination  to  make  everything  count  for  some- 
thing good  and  worth  while. 

From   such    a    garden,    teen-agers    could    well    expect   to    reap   a   rich 
harvest  for  life  everlasting. 


WHY  DO  SOME  HAVE  MORE  .  .  . 

open,  lost  their  salvation.  We  were 
not  forced  to  do  evil  or  to  become 
wicked,  they  made  their  own  choice, 
contrary  to  all  the  instructions  that 
they  received,  for  without  any  doubt 
the    laws    there    were    perfect    and 

The  preceding  article  was  taken 
Joseph  Fielding  Smith. 


(Continued  from   page  285) 

every  man  was  instructed  to  do 
good.  If  we  will  remember  that 
characteristics,  dispositions,  and  the 
same  freedom  to  act  were  given  us 
there,  I  think  that  all  else  can  be 
readily  explained. 

from  Answers  to  Gospel  Questions  by 
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FROM  OUR  RECORDS 


BLESSINGS 


DURBAN 


GERRARD,    Tracey   Lee    blessed    September 
15,    1968. 

EAST  LONDON 

O'CONNOR,    Shane    Michael     blessed    Sep- 
tember 22,   1968. 

EAST  RAND 
HULLEY,    Stuart    Langden    blessed    July    7, 


1968. 


GERMISTON 


SLABBERT,     Angeline     blessed     October     6, 
1968. 


MOWBRAY 
GELDENHUYS,     Vanessa     blessed     October 
6,    1968. 

HAM  VII    I 
DONLY,    Diane    blessed    October    6,    1968. 
DONLY,    Linda    blessed    October   6,    1968. 

RAM  All    II 
BLIGNAUT,  Mitchell  James  blessed  May  5, 

1968. 
MORRISON,  Janice   blessed  May  5,   1968. 
VETTEN,   Lisa-Anne  Mae  blessed   December 
31,    1967. 

SPRINGS 
DALLDORE,     Kevin     Reed     blessed     August 
4,    1968. 


BAPTISMS 

BULAWAYO 
FRASER,  Maryan  baptized  August  31,   1968. 


FRASER,     Roderick     baptized     August     31, 
1968. 

JONES,    Jennifer    Leigh    baptized    September 
2,    1968. 

JONES,   Megan   Winnifred   baptized   Septem- 
ber 2,    1968. 

PATERSON,    Lynne    baptized    September    2, 
1968. 

DURBAN 

BAYLEY,    Henry    James    baptized    June    6. 
1968. 

DREYER,    Joan    Beatrice    baptized    Septem- 
ber 13,  1968. 


EAST  RAND 
ADENDORFF,      John      Raymond      baptized 

July   28,    1968. 
CARR,    Kim    baptized    December    24.    1967. 
VAN      ZYL,      Frederick      James      baptized 
November   18,    1967. 

MOWBRAY 
DEENIK,     Kenneth    Redfern    baptized    Sep- 
tember 21,  1968. 
GRIERSON,   Jean  Mary  baptized  September 
7,    1968. 

RAMAH   I 
VAN   ZYL,   Gideon  Lukas   baptized   October 
5,    1968. 

RAMAH  II 
BECKER,    Clifford    Wayne   baptized    July   6. 

1968. 
PERRY,    Gail    baptized    February    23.    1968. 

VEREENIGING 
SLABBERT,   Elizabeth  Susanna  baptized  on 
May  4,   1968. 


ORDINATIONS 


BULAWAYO 
AUSTIN,   Leonard   Sydney   ordained   a  Dea- 
con   on    September    22,    1968. 
FINLAYSON,     John     William     ordained     a 

Deacon    on   August    29,    1968. 
FRASER,    Roderick    ordained    a    Deacon    on 

September  22,    1968. 
HERBERT,    Alexander    ordained    a    Deacon 

on  August  29,   1968. 
ROY,    Robert    Denis    Charles    ordained    an 

Elder    on    September    12,    1968. 
COPPERBELT 
DARBY,    Peter    Allan    ordained    a    Deacon 

on  June  28,  1968. 

DURBAN 
WIBLIN,       Robert      Gordon      ordained      a 

Deacon    on    September    22,    1968. 
EAST  LONDON 
KRULL,    Ronald    James    ordained    a    Priest 

on  September  22,  1968. 

EAST  RAND 
ALEXANDER,   Raymond   Finlay   ordained   a 

Deacon  May  12,  1968. 
BESTER,     David     ordained     a     Deacon     on 

October  9,    1966. 
BOTHA,     Gerhardus     Martinus     ordained     a 

Deacon  June  19,  1967. 
DU     PREEZ,     Lionel     ordained     a     Teacher 

August   7,    1968. 
JACOBS,     Johannes      Jacobus      ordained      a 

Deacon  May  14,  1967. 


SMITH,  Alexander  Reginald  Barney  or- 
dained   a    Teacher    January    22,    1967. 

VAN  ZYL,  Adriaan  ordained  a  Deacon 
July    17,    1966. 

RAMAH  II 

ADAMSON,   Richard  John  ordained  a  Priest 

on  April  28,  1968. 
BIART,      Raymond      Jacques      ordained      a 

Teacher  March  31,  1968. 
BRAITHWAITE,  David   Andrew   ordained  a 

Priest  December   10,   1967. 
BRINK,       Walter       Clifford       ordained       a 

Teacher  July  28,   1968. 
DE     KOCK,     Gerhardus     Francois    ordained 

a    Teacher    May    19,    1968. 
FUN    NEL,    Donald    ordained    a    Priest    on 

May   19,    1968. 
GORMAN,      Stanley     G.      H.      ordained     a 

Priest  July  28,  1*«. 
HALL,    Laurence    Scott    ordained    a    Deacon 

April  21,   1968. 
LUKE,    Robert    Ralph    ordained    a    Deacon 

March    24,    1968. 
NEL,     Andre     Pierre     ordained     a     Teacher 

July   28,    1968.    • 
THOMAS,      Arthur     Leonard     ordained     a 

Priest  May  19,   1968. 
VEALE,       Vaughan       Cecil       ordained       a 

Teacher  July  21,  1968. 
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ORDINATIONS 


SALISBURY 
BAXTER,  Timothy  John,   ordained  a  Deacon 

September  22,    1968. 
BOTHA,       Gordon       Graham      ordained       a 

Deacon    September    15,    1968. 
SHAW,    David    Goodwin    ordained    a    Priest 

September   29,    1968. 


VEREENIGING 
DE      WET.      Barry      Terrence      or  'ained      a 

Deacon  June  23,  1968. 
KINGSLEY,      Peter      Hugh      ordained      an 

Elder    September     30,     1968. 
McKNIGHT,     Lionel     George     ordained     a 

Priest     September     15.     1968. 


MARRIAGE 


DEATHS 


GERMISTON 

TAYLOR,    Delinda   June   married   on   August 

31,    1968    to    CRONNING,    Alan   James. 


MASON,     Johanna     Hendrika     Sophia     died 

August   13.    1968. 
PIENAAR.     Anna     Susanna     died     July     10, 

1968. 


MISSIONARY  ACTIVITIES 


APPOINTMENTS 


ELDER  BRIAN  LEE  ANDERSON,  appointed 
Associate  Editor  of  the  CSM,  October  23, 
1968.  Elder  Anderson  has  laboured  in 
Johannesburg. 


LEAVING  FOR  HOME 


ELDER    GARY    J. 
LARSON 

Las  Vegas,  Nevada 


ELDER  G.  FRANK 
CARTER 

Morgan,  Utah 


ELDER  THOMAS  M. 

LEWIS 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 
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MISSIONARY  ACTIVITIES 

TRANSFERS 

ELDER   BRIAN   L.    ANDERSON,   transferred    from   Johannesburg   to   the    Mission    Home     as 

Associate  Editor  of  the  CSM.  October  23    1968. 
ELDER    BRUCE   BALL,   transferred    from    Pietersburg   to   Springs.    October   27.    1968. 
ELDER   HAROLD   LEE   GOATES,   transferred   from   Mission    Home   to   Alberton.   October  3. 

1968. 
ELDER    BROOK    HARKER,    transferred    from    Durban    to    Johannesburg.    October    23.    1968. 
ELDER   DENNIS   LUNDGREEN,  transfeired  from  Cape  Town   to  Durban.   October  2.   1968. 
ELDER    RAND    L.    MAYNARD,    transferred    from    Johannesburg    to    Bulawayo,    October    7. 

1968. 
ELDER    DAVID   M.   McCONKIE,   transferred    from   Durban   to   Bulawayo,   October  7.    1968. 
ELDER  ROBERT  R.  NIELSEN,  transferred   from  the  Mission  Home  to  Pietersburg.   October 

27.    1968. 
ELDER   DOUGLAS   A.   PURDON,  transferred   from  Southern   Suburbs  to  Norwood,   October 

27.    1968. 
ELDER    DAVID    N.    RICHARDS,    transferred    from    Bloemfontein    to   Johannesburg.    October 

23.    1968. 

ARRIVALS 

ELDER    ROBERT    WALLACE    CHALMERS    III,    arrived    October   21,    1968,    from    Pleasant 

Kill.    California,    and    has    been   assigned   to   labour   in   Johannesburg. 
ELDER    CHARLES    ROBERT    CLAYTON    arrived    October    21,    1968,    from    Granada    Hills, 

California,  and  has  been  assigned  to  labour  in  Johannesburg. 
ELDER   RICHARD   L.   COLEMERE   arrived   October   21,    1968,    from   North   Salt   Lake   City, 

Utah,  and  has  been  assigned  to  labour  in  Bloemfontein.  v 

ELDER    PETER    KINGSLEY    arrived    October    1,     1968,    from    Vereeniging,    and    has    been  \ 

assigned  to  labour  in  Cape  Town. 
ELDER    STEVEN    PLATT    arrived    October    21,    1968,    from    North    Bend,    Oregon,    and    has 

been  assigned  to  labour  in  Johannesburg. 
ELDER     STEVEN     BURT     SCHURTLEFF     arrived     October     21,     1968,     from     Sacramento, 

California,  and  has  been  assigned  to  labour  in  Germiston. 


Instructions  to  Those  Who  Would  be  Leaders 

"Obey  them  thai,  have  the  rule  over  you,  and  submit  yourselves:  for 
they  watch  for  your  souls,  as  they  that  must  give  account,  that  they  may 
do  it  with  joy,  and  not  with  grief."  —  Hebrews  13:17 

You  will  receive  instructions  through  the  order  of  the  priesthood 
which  God  has  established,  through  the  medium  of  those  appointed  to 
lead,  guide  and  direct  the  affairs  of  the  Church  in  this  last  dispensation  .  . 

—  Joseph  Smith  Jr. 

If  I  find  a  man,  as  I  do  once  in  awhile,  who  thinks  that  he  ought  fo 
be  sustained  in  a  higher  position  than  he  occupies,  that  proves  to  me  that 
he  does  not  understand  his  true  position  and  is  not  capable  of  magnifying 
it.  Has  he  not  already  the  privilege  of  exhibiting  all  the  talents  he  has.  of 
doing  all  the  good  he  is  capable  of  in  this  kingdom?  Is  he  curtailed  in  the 
least,  in  anywise  or  place,  in  bringing  forth  his  wisdom  and  power  and 
exhibiting  them  before  the  community  and  leading  out?  No.  not  in  the 
least.  —  Brigham  Young. 
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